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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a new method of 
distributing software. 

SOLUTION: When storing a user file formed by a 
computer software in an external memory device 201, an 
operation terminal 200 encrypts the file with an 
encryption key for storage. When taking out the 
encrypted file stored in the external memory device to 
develop it in a program working memory 205, the 
operation terminal 200 requests a decryption key 
corresponding to the encryption key of the corresponding 
file from a software distribution management server 100 
through a network 300. The user file is decrypted by the 
decryption key from the server, and developed in the 
program working memory, and the decryption key used 
for decryption lapses. The software distribution 
management server 100 manages the decryption key 
corresponding to the code key, and receives the request 
for the decryption key form the operation terminal 200 
and downloads the decryption key, and charges account 



time of download of the decryption key. 
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